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GWYDIR REGULATED WATER SOURCES 

Water allocation updates 



This talk 

• Key statistics since last allocation made in February 2018 

• State of current water resources 

• Gwydir resources 

• Actual available water determination (AWD) computations are market-
sensitive 

• NSW Department of Industry—Lands & Water determines water 
allocation 

• WaterNSW delivers the allocated water 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Water allocation updates 
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Resource assessment process 
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Relevant information 

• Inflows since February 2018 have been among the lowest in five out of 100 years. 

• Transmission and evaporation losses have been higher than budgeted volume 
since February 2018. 

• As at the last resource assessment, the estimated deficit is 25 GL. 

• The climate outlook is for a dry spring. 

• Transmission loss and evaporation assessments need closer scrutiny. 

• Routine allocation statement is usually published on the fifth working day of each 
month. 

• We are trialling a shorter allocation statement. 

 

 

 

 

Gwydir resources 
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Resource distribution as at 1 August 2018 
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Volumes in GL Target 1 August 2018 Shortfalls 

Storage loss 31.48  31.48 

Essential supplies 94.72  77.27 17.45 

Delivery loss 55.42  48.16   7.26 

ECA  66.43 

General security irrigation 118.30   

Additional resource for sharing     0.00   

Total 341.64 24.71 



Gwydir minimum inflows 
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Note: While inflows since February 2018 have been above minimums, they are 

within the lowest experienced in five out of 100 years. 
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Gwydir storage evaporation deficit 
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Note: Storage evaporation since February 2018 has been higher than budgeted. 
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Gwydir transmission loss deficit 
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Note: The average transmission loss since February 2018 was 43%; the budget was 30%. 
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Resource distribution as at 1 August 2018 
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Information 

• Copeton storage volume as at 29 August 2018: 342,460 ML (24.1%) 

• Rainfall at the dam so far in August has been 46 mm 

• Rainfall over the catchment so far in August has been at average 

levels 
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Copeton storage volume 
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Copeton storage % full 
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Closing remarks 
• Up-to-date water allocation statements are available on the department’s website:  

industry.nsw.gov.au/water/allocations-availability/allocations/statements 

• Statements contain tables, charts and notes with explanations. 

• Allocations follow the water sharing plan rules. 

• The plan ensures security of essential supply through the repeat of the worst known drought 
on record (1918–20) during the commencement of the plan. 

Water resource planning (WRP) update (as at August 2018): 

General:  

• Lachlan Alluvium WRP is due shortly as the first plan for NSW 

Gwydir: 

• Finalising the final package for presentation to the stakeholder advisory panel in September 
2018 

• Internal approvals process commencing  

• Drafting WRP and the product’s development is nearly complete 

• Ongoing discussions with Murray–Darling Basin Authority on the WRP to help meet 
accreditation requirements 

• Targeting public exhibition of Gwydir WRP in late September/early October 2018 
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